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2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 25-39 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d)or (f). 

a) □ AH b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Reasons for Allowance 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: In 
response to the Office action dated October 18, 2005, and further to the 
amendments filed January 13, 2006, applicant's request in view of the 
amendments/remarks have been reviewed and respectfully considered. 

According to applicant's response indicated in page 2 through 10, the 
original claims 1-24, which was rejected in the last non-final Office Action has 
been cancelled, and the new claims 25-39 has been submitted. 

The newly amended and re-written claims 25-39 are believed to be distinct 
from the prior art (Atkins et al. USPAP 2002/01 72431), used to reject the 
application. Applicant's arguments/remarks as discussed in page 9 through 1 1 , 
has been found persuasive in that the prior art used in the last office action 
cannot be applied to the new claims 25-39 for the reasons further discussed 
below. 

Atkins discloses a technique for performing filter processing to improve the 
appearance of an image while increasing the compressibility of the image, an 
edge dependent filter selection module 340 in Figure 4. The edge dependent 
filter selection module 340 in Figure 4 includes an edge angle measure generator 
410, a sharpness measure generator 420, a curvature metric generator 430 and 
a filter selector 440 (paragraph (0050)). The filter selector 440 is coupled to the 
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edge angle measure generator 410, the sharpness measure generator 420, and 
the curvature metric generator 430 to receive inputs therefrom (paragraph 
(00511). 

Therefore, with regard to claim 25-29, Atkins and the searched prior art 
neither anticipates nor suggests a selector connected to the filter computing 
section and serving as a filter factor selecting module, a filter factor 1 setting 
section connected to the selector and serving as a filter factor setting module, 
and a filter factor 2 setting section connected to the selector and serving as a 
filter factor setting module, the filter factor selecting module selecting either the 
filter factor 1 setting section or the filter factor 2 setting section in accordance 
with the sampling rate selection signal; the filter computing section multiplies 
each piece of the image data by a filter factor output from the selector as the filter 
factor selecting module, using a corresponding one of multipliers, and sums up 
resultant data pieces using a total adding machine; a total value output from the 
total adding machine is expressed as a numerical value of (+m, n), m being an 
integer of m bits, n being a decimal fraction of n bits, (+m, n) being accordingly 
(m + n + 1 ) bits; and the total value is converted into an integer by an integrator 
and output as a filter processing result of an integer of m bits. 

With respect to claims 30 and 35 respectively recite a " filter processing 
means includes a selector connected to the filter computing section and serving 
as filter factor selecting means, a filter factor 1 setting section connected to the 
selector and serving as filter factor setting means, and a filter factor 2 setting 
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section connected to the selector and serving as filter factor setting means, the 
filter factor selecting means selecting either the filter factor 1 setting section or 
the filter factor 2 setting section in accordance with the sampling rate selection 
signal" and "a selector connected to the filter computing section and serving as 
filter factor selecting means, a filter factor 1 setting section connected to the 
selector and serving as filter factor setting means, and a filter factor 2 setting 
section connected to the selector and serving as filter factor setting means, the 
filter factor selecting means selecting either the filter factor 1 setting section or 
the filter factor 2 setting section in accordance with the sampling rate selection 
signal", and thus are patentable for reasons analogous to claim 25. 

Therefore, claims 25 through 39 are patentable for the reasons the prior 
art fails to disclose the claimed invention as amended. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Negussie Worku whose telephone number is 
571-272-7472. The examiner can normally be reached on 9am-6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Davis Moore can be reached on 571-272-7436. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
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PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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